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Why Iran War Didn't Affect China's Energy Security
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India faced LPG shortage; China did NOT — despite being a larger
consumer & global market supplier.

Answer: China's proactive strategies & geography protected it from
the current crisis.

~15 years ago: China deeply concerned about Malacca Strait
dependence for trade/energy — permanent US presence there.

Solution: built capacity to create Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR);
long-term contracts to fill those up.

Today: China has nearly 120 days of SPR storage — may be tapping
into it to bypass Hormuz shortage.

Second approach: pipelines from Central Asia & Russia — ~20% of
China's crude oil now flows via these.
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~900,000 barrels/day from Russia via pipelines — major buffer against

Hormuz disruption.

China's national oil companies (Sinopec, CNPC, CNOOC): deeper
pockets, active negotiators in conflict zones like Sudan & Angola.

TAPL & TAPI pipelines stalled — China succeeded where others failed

by using stable Central Asian ties.

China: world's largest EV consumer — preferential policies via tax
concessions, mandates, lottery chances.

Scaling capabilities & large consumer markets — EVs significantly
reduced China's oil imports in 2025.

Economic slowdown = lower energy consumption; GDP growth target

modest at 4.5% for 2026.

Russia-eSladl(miba) pipelines elpeyLd ~900,000 barrels/LF)HGf[ — Hormuz
FGMR G GWLI(HLD buffer.

& eotTeilent 616001 (l6voTlL (Bl MieesTmIGs6lT (Sinopec, CNPC, CNOOC):
Sudan & Angola GUITeT Guomge LG SBeiTe Glawelley
CUFGFAITITSHEDD.

TAPL & TAPI pipelines Q&6 | — &60TIT stable Logdlw LU
QST E6TT6 hneujaer Carasimm Bl Sdle Qe
CLNMS.
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BASIC Bloc: 8601t @eHlit, Qgheot AN & ACT&leyi 6ot
> CHIhHGEH — ALTLDU STeubHlensy CLE GeTTEmSHEs6(T60 carbon
space LT GPHTE.

BASIC Bloc: China joined India, South Africa & Brazil — to protect
carbon space in early climate talks.

2608601 W& IQLIflw wrsL B &s Caumi (HleneuemiL
> LweotU(BSSHILG) — UNFCCC 2 IQULomPlay&, wpeir US-China
10-Year Framework (June 2008) QUMM&).

Used status as world's largest polluter = got US-China 10-Year
» Framework on Energy & Environment (June 2008) BEFORE committing
to UNFCCC.

Paris Climate Accord — solar, wind, tidal, energy efficiency, carbon
storage & EV G160 M&56(T160 GIGHTLDL6D SlE>8H6YIHHT60T HlgLILEmL .

Paris Climate Accord — foundation for industrial surge in solar, wind,
tidal, energy efficiency, carbon storage & EV sectors.

awijsasms IHTOSTTHNG): 26085607 Bl&L G LIfW coal
> 5]85&(3@[[1:[ — energy transition @ILI_LF;]GSGI:[ + GSlTng]J Loma task
forces.

Facing criticism: world's largest coal consumer — undertaking energy
transition plans + air pollution task forces.

Malacca Dilemma | SPR | BASIC Bloc | TAPL | TAPI | UNFCCC | Paris
Accord | Sinopec/CNPC/CNOOC | EV policy.
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PYQ

Q. Which one of the following is a purpose of ‘UDAY’, a scheme of the
Government? (2016)

(a) Providing technical and financial assistance to start-up entrepreneurs in the
field of renewable sources of energy

(b) Providing electricity to every household in the country by 2018

(c) Replacing the coal-based power plants with natural gas, nuclear, solar, wind
and tidal power plants over a period of time

(d) Providing for financial turnaround and revival of power distribution
companies

Ans: (d)

Q. The question of India’s Energy Security constitutes the most important part
of India’s economic progress. Analyse India’s energy policy cooperation with
West Asian countries. (2017)



The Executive Office Without a Limit
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@] The Hindu Analysis gl Executive Office - Context & India's Unusual Position 1/3

The Milestone That Raises a Question

March 22, 2026: PM Modi completed 8,931 days as head of elected
» government — surpassing Pawan Kumar Chamling (Sikkim CM) at
8,930 days.

Includes 13+ years as Gujarat CM (Oct 2001-May 2014) + 3
consecutive terms as PM.

Constitutional question: why does India's Constitution impose NO limit
on how long one person holds executive power?

India is Unusual Among Large Democracies

USA: 22nd Amendment (1951) — max 2 presidential terms
(responding to FDR's 4 terms).

South Korea, Brazil, Colombia, Indonesia: all impose presidential term
limits.

Parliamentary democracies: PM serves at confidence of legislature —
theoretical removal possible, but anti-defection law changed that.

CasarteflemiL 6T(LQUILILD enLoed&ed

March 22, 2026: PM Modi 8,931 [hiT6lT GaT ol (hlaLILL L
HyemisHs SHeneue]ns hlevme| — Pawan Kumar Chamling
(Sikkim CM) 8,930 (BT &H606TT HL_H&H G-

\4

Gujarat CM-QL& 13+ DLe0oT(hl&H6IT (Oct 2001-May 2014) + PM-
A& 3 CSHTLITEFWITEOT LIG61l SBTEVRISHA .

D|g&HlwevemLoli| Gerteil: @Eéﬁmndﬂs& Hr&lwevemLoliL| 6p(h
[RLIT 618860601 1611 (RTeUTE HESNTEEDS 6udlGseib 61601
curb elldlssailcvenaw 6J601?

QUi epeoTHmLIG BI(B\B6Me) QbHu i efgHwnaiomansg

USA: 22nd Amendment (1951) — 9—[5)185L1L'&L'D 2 presidential
> USHEIESHTaUBIGET (FDR-B60T 4 LG6S 5 T6UBISH ETHES;
udleulg).
Glgeot Gastinwir, (1Gg&ley, Glasmeudilu, @ﬁ,@@n@m@un:
6T6V6UITLD presidential term limits 69 & &S emenr.

[HTL_[T(§THLDEDT D) E60T (HTLLISHBIGH6IT: PM &L L LDGOTMEHS 60T
> B(&e0&UN6 Ut GIEFIAMTT — GBI LT L 6Teilel (58D
FrHHILD, DLe0TMT6V anti-defection FLL LD IO wrhlwig).



@] The Hindu Analysis g& Executive Office - 10th Schedule & The Broken Mechanism

Constituent Assembly's Rationale

Ambedkar (Nov 4, 1948): periodic elections + parliamentary
accountability = sufficient to discipline executive power.

» Fixed-term elections: efficient alternative to explicit term limits.

What the 10th Schedule Broke

10th Schedule (52nd Amendment, 1985): any legislator who votes
against party whip = disqualified.

SC upheld in Kihoto Hollohan vs Zachillhu (1992) — protects integrity
of electoral mandate.

BUT: under anti-defection, ruling party member who votes AGAINST
govt on confidence motion — disqualified.

No-confidence motion = DEAD LETTER when ruling party has working
majority. British & Indian safety valves no longer operate.

2/3

S|y SluIevemioli| FemUll60T ST6euoTLD

Ambedkar (Nov 4, 1948): GI&TLIT C&HT&H6VE56LT + [BITL T(ETHLOGOIN

> Qurmiyeotiey = Bliteuras A ST S HILILOGHS

GCUITGHILOTEOTG).

@ﬁmuﬁla’;&sﬁluLL @g;ﬁg;eh&a’r: GeueflliLenL_wimest term limits-
&G HMEDLOWITEDT LommHm).

10th Schedule 6T60T60T 260L&HSH G|

10th Schedule (52nd Amendment, 1985): &L_& Whip-ﬂ:)@ 6[@[}([65
UT&&EN &G LD 61(h& &L L L060TM 2 MILAETT(HLD — SHGHH F&HSLD.

Kihoto Hollohan vs Zachillhu (1992)-6v SC @mm@g@eﬂmgﬂ —
Captehen Abementileot CHTEMLOEIWI LT SHIHTHE M.

S46011T60: anti-defection 851D, D ETHLD SHL& 2 mUileotit
BLOASHDS ursQsHLI90 HT&HE THIIH cunssessma
- HGHH BHELD.

S(6THLD FHL_ &l &G working majority @@6@@&)(3&[@

LD G6m&BUN606UIT SSIILOMEDTLD = DEAD LETTER. British & Indian
safety valves @&w@u@@@@@w.



& The Hindu Analysis & Executive Office - Risks of Prolonged Incumbency & Way Forward

Risks of Prolonged Incumbency

Control over appointments to regulatory bodies, Election Commission
& higher judiciary.

Capacity to shape the information environment; calibrate policy for
electoral benefit across multiple cycles.

Democratic decline more often through incremental institutional
» decay — NOT sudden authoritarian rupture. India has never needed to
abolish a term limit because it never had one.

Way Forward & Exam Focus

Reform 1: exempt votes on confidence motions from 10th Schedule
disqualification — legislators can remove govt without forfeiting seats.

Reform 2: constitutional amendment limiting consecutive terms as
PM/CM — with return permitted after a gap.

Exam: 52nd Amendment | 10th Schedule | Kihoto Hollohan (1992) |
» 22nd Amendment USA | Anti-defection | Parliamentary accountability
| Term limits.
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(5600185160 HASHIMTEFH60 HUMLIBISH6TT

6(LYBIG (e H6MLOUILG6IT, Election Commission & 2T
155 SHIOMBBHTET BRI Le) S (WL

SHFH660 ¢85LDEM6V Gullq GLIGMLOSEGLD EM60T; Lie) G TEH60
GLPMES6(TI60 CEH18560 [EE0TENLDEETE (\SHITEITENSHEMIL
% %%uuﬂﬂw@@g%U@Lbua@m Ute UiLio witeot (Bl mievey &6y
epaid — Sllell ST ST 260L 6| I{6e0. BlHALITa S,
term limit 6p((HOLTGILD Couetirig wildvenav 6]6l6OTEOIMITEY H &)
6HUTGHID eneusd mésedlrane.

paCead cuLl & GolT6) S561601LD

FUHBHSHPLD 1: HISDS aursQsBHr9e auns@seamar 10th
Schedule H&GHE BHSHH A ([hbGI 6Naé@ — DL BiGemer
Buams wisps gt sl alimy sosomd
U6 8-EBITEUBIS6MET auLbL&ELLU(HSSID HTFUIeuemLoUL|

B BHe1D — Bl Qeeile (Ang HEoLaISHE
HeoIod.

(gg)f[@_[: 52nd Amendment | 10th Schedule | Kihoto Hollohan (1992) |
22nd Amendment USA | Anti-defection | Parliamentary accountability

| Term limits.



PYQ

Q. The main advantage of the parliamentary form of government is that
(2017)

(a) the executive and legislature work independently.

(b) it provides continuity of policy and is more efficient.

(c) the executive remains responsible to the legislature.

(d) the head of the government cannot be changed without election.
Ans: C

Q. ‘The Supreme Court of India keeps a check on arbitrary power of the
Parliament in amending the Constitution.’ Discuss critically.(2013)
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TOPIC 3

Elastic Rules - India's Plastic Waste EPR Regime

Plastic Waste Management Rules | EPR | Recycled Content Targets | Trading Certificates
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& The Hindu Analysis < Plastic Waste EPR - Background & EPR Framework 1/3

Plastic Waste Management Rules: first introduced 2016; amended
periodically — policy framework in constant evolution.

EPR = Extended Producer Responsibility: producers, importers & brand
owners must collect & process plastic waste.

Since 2022 (EPR regime): required to collect & process 35% of plastic
they introduced in 2021-22 — rising to 70% in 2022-23 and 100% by
2024-25.

2026 Amendments - New Mandates

Companies must ensure recycled content = minimum % of their plastic
packaging annually.

Rigid plastic (Category I): at least 30% recycled material — rising to
60% by 2028-29.

Similar 'reuse' obligations introduced for packaging.

What is EPR & India's Framework EPR 6[60’[;_1)[[@ 6160160T & ,@;r,g‘)lursﬂsm &L L6y

Plastic Waste Management Rules: 2016-6) (Lp&e0 9—[@@83[0;

> el GuT gy Hl(HSHHmIGET — ClEBT6aTEns SHL L 6w
OSILITHG) mmid.
EPR = Extended Producer Responsibility: ngug'eﬁmrrsrrfrasm,

> Bne@dluneiasi & brand owners (leTenig s SLeve
Coaile g QFwanes Gaiam(b.
2022 (1p&ed (EPR regime): 2021-22-6) HeUT&H6IT FHendL ey

> HM(WPsLOGEHIL 35% plastic CEHT &S & LlFILNES
Gouarr(hib — 2022-23-6b 70% LoHmiLd 2024-25-60 100%.

2026 H(HSHSHBISIT - AL S L TUIBISHET

(Al mIeUeDTmISH6IT SHBIFHIT plastic packaging-6b Sbeoot(hl@&HT MILD
SHOMBLSHULEFLD % recycled content 2 Midhl QLFIL Gouar(HLb.

Rigid plastic (Category I): @mmﬁ,g)gu 30% recycled material — 2028-
29-6b 60% GuenIy 2ULKHLD.

Packaging—&é@ @(Sg)(gur[afrm 'reuse’ 55L66)L065@Lb
AM(PpSILH\SHSIUL L 60T.



& The Hindu Analysis <3 Plastic Waste EPR - Elastic Targets & Key Problems IK]

The 'Elastic' Problem - Carryforward Provision '@5@.!5@6).[[66[ ' §l&6560 - Carryforward @51;3‘,]

Companies that FAIL targets in 2025-26 can carry forward shortfall for
up to 3 years — if they make up at least 1/3 of deficit annually.

Effect: 2025-26 target can effectively be met in 2028-29. Target
becomes elastic — not a firm deadline.

No evidence or claim that companies are collecting 100% — govt's
own responses to Parliament hover at 50-60%.

Trading Certificates - Market Decides Environment?

New provisions for 'trading certificates' for plastic recycling — logic: let
market economics decide what is an environmental problem.

Critics: using market mechanisms for environmental problems risks
letting companies simply BUY compliance without actual collection.

No targets set for 2025 and beyond — suggests govt has given up on
pushing companies to collect/recycle.

2025-26-60 Blev8608 SHeumell L Bl MieuestBilT shortfall-6n 3
> DLeoot(h\FH6IT eueniy carryforward QUG ILIEVTLD —

6001 (DCHT MILD (GHEOMbSHG) 1/3 Fr(blOFLIGT6L.

aflenaray: 2025-26 DlEVE60E 2028-29-6 HleoMEaummeurLd.
> Blod@ CrAandng — 2 midluinet Srasisb

606060

(A MI6LI6OTIRIHETT 100% G &BITI S 60TM6DT 6T60T SFTEOTGMIT
> CaneamaCuT Bleiemay — Parliament-8x@ T SFBIGBSHSH 60T

UE6UEH6IT 50-60% Gl M)ihl60T M60T.

Trading Certificates - &FH60& SN eSHLpE060 SSLOTESNHEMSHT?

Plastic recycling-8&) 'trading certificates' cldlser — FHSHESHLD:
> S NIE eGP0 1886060 Flhend QIUIT(HETTSTTLD
SSILOM6OTIESBL(ILD.
e resiseT: GNNIE S0 FlEE68EHEE) &Fhedd
> auflpempser — HlMieeTmIS6T 2600T6emLouTeot GaFa il
6U6UITLDGY compliance GUMEIGETLD.
2025 & HHN& A& BlevdGS6l Hliteoilseelsema —
> DHJFIEISLD Bl meUetmigenet C&H]led/ recycle QLIS
SHELTETHEUENS 0861 L&) 61601 &L (DM



@ The Hindu Analysis

Why Plastic is Hard to Incentivise

Plastic's qualities = adaptable, easy to produce, accessible, flexible —
same qualities make it impossible to incentivise collection.

Result: plastic wasted & dumped in landfills, rivers, oceans & public
spaces.

Core Issue - The EPR Paradox

Without proper reckoning of collection & recycling targets — new
reuse targets (already elastic) risk being ignored entirely.

This undermines the intent of the EPR regime — which was to make
producers responsible for the lifecycle of their products.

Exam Focus

EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility) | Plastic Waste Management
Rules 2016 | Recycled content | Category | plastic | Trading
certificates | Carryforward provision.

Environment (Protection) Act 1986 | Solid Waste Management Rules |
Basel Convention on hazardous waste.

<3 Plastic Waste EPR - Key Concepts & Exam Focus

3/3

Plastic-60 261 8x&H6LlLILIG| 6]60T &632L LD

Plastic-{1601 (&H6001BIGAT = QDRI G, 2MUGH G
> GI6MGTETS), IENBEH 9l — D65 GH6eIBIGT
CaaiIliEnu 20185 GH6LUILEDS SFTSHHILLDMMEBTEEHE 60T MET.
pigay: plastic Hleotugli], b MIG6IT, SLe0H6lT & GITS)
B Big6e) Qe LILbGEHng).

oW &18E60 - EPR (prarim()
G &l & recycling @6\)5%@5566)&[ FHITS F6001GHEIL_TLDED
> — Bl reuse Qs g st (67 Mge01Ca QBALDRITETEN6)
(PEugILD LMEEHETNSHELLIHILD HUTULD.
E\pgﬂ EPR regime-@l60T CHEI885608 SenHeHng —
> 2MUSHILITETITEHED6N SHBIFH6T SIS lifecycle-FG
T MILUTEGHUSHMETEOT CHITEHSHLD.

Colte S6160TLD

EPR | Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016 | Recycled content |
Category | plastic | Trading certificates | Carryforward provision.

Environment (Protection) Act 1986 | Solid Waste Management Rules |
Basel Convention on hazardous waste.



PYQ

Q.In India, ‘extend producer responsibility’ was introduced as an important feature in which of the
following? (2019)

(a) The Bio-medical Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 1998
(b) The Recycled Plastic (Manufacturing and Usage) Rules, 1999
(c) The e-Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2011

(d) The Food Safety and Standard Regulations, 2011

Ans: (c)

Q. What are the impediments in disposing the huge quantities of discarded solid
waste which are continuously being generated? How do we remove safely the
toxic wastes that have been accumulating in our a habitable
environment? (2018)



@ The Hindu Analysis @& MCcQ - Plastic Waste EPR Rules

UPSC LEVEL MCQ | Think before you scroll!

Q. With reference to India's Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) regime for plastic waste, consider the following: (1) The Plastic Waste
Management Rules were first introduced in 2016. (2) Under the EPR regime (since 2022), producers were required to collect & process 100%
of plastic waste introduced in 2021-22 by 2024-25. (3) The 2026 amendments require rigid plastic packaging (Category I) to contain at least

30% recycled material, rising to 60% by 2028-29. (4) Companies that fail to meet their 2025-26 targets can carry forward the shortfall for up to
5 years.

(A) 1,2 and 3 only v CORRECT

(B) 1,3 and 4 only

(C) 2,3 and 4 only

(D) 1,2,3and 4



@ The Hindu Analysis @ MCQ - Executive Office & Anti-Defection

UPSC LEVEL MCQ | Think before you scroll!

Q. With reference to parliamentary accountability in India, consider: (1) The Tenth Schedule was inserted by the 52nd Constitutional
Amendment in 1985. (2) In Kihoto Hollohan vs Zachillhu (1992), the Supreme Court struck down the Tenth Schedule as unconstitutional. (3)
Under the anti-defection law, a no-confidence motion becomes practically ineffective when the ruling party has a working majority. (4) The

Constituent Assembly envisaged that periodic elections combined with parliamentary accountability would be sufficient to discipline
executive power.

(A) 1and 3 only

(B) 1, 3and 4 only v CORRECT

(C) 2,3 and 4 only

(D) 1,2,3and 4



UPSC LEVEL MCQ | Think before you scroll!

Q. Consider the following statements about China's energy security strategy: (1) China has approximately 120 days of Strategic Petroleum
Reserve (SPR) storage. (2) About 20% of China's crude oil imports now flow through pipelines from Central Asia and Russia. (3) China was a
founding member of the BASIC bloc along with India, South Africa and Brazil. (4) China signed the US-China 10-Year Framework on Energy and
Environment BEFORE making commitments under UNFCCC.

(A) 1,2and 3 only
(B) 2,3 and 4 only

(C) 1,2 and 4 only

(D) 1,2,3and 4 v/ CORRECT

¥ All 4 are correct. China has ~120 days SPR; ~20% oil via Central Asia/Russia pipelines; BASIC bloc = Brazil, South Africa, India, China (all founding members); China
strategically secured the US-China 10-Year Energy Framework (June 2008) BEFORE agreeing to UNFCCC commitments — a classic geopolitical move.
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@ Today's Key Takeaways | @Gmemmu &S w &6

China's energy security: 120 days SPR + 20% pipeline oil from Russia + EV dominance + BASIC Bloc = protected from Hormuz disruption.

& eoTeileot 6T FEE LTGISITLUIL: 120 BT6IT SPR + 20% pipeline 6T600T(0600TL + EV SLE8E5LD + BASIC Bloc = Hormuz &11(&e0606ilell((hh S
UIT IS

India's PM has NO constitutional term limit. Anti-defection (10th Schedule) broke the confidence motion mechanism — elections bear heavier
accountability burden.

@Q’,é’}lu_l PM-85(& HJFWevemLoi| term limit {86bemen. Anti-defection (10th Schedule) B auméQs®H UL culpenpaw 260 &HHS| —
CaTa608561T 8n(HldhH6L EIIT MILIL|ETOTT6)| SO 60T MEOT.

Plastic EPR: companies can carry forward 2025-26 shortfall 3 years. Trading certificates risk letting companies buy compliance. No targets beyond 2025 —
EPR intent undermined.

Plastic EPR: (Hl M6 I60TBIG6IT 2025-26 (GHEDMUTL DL 3 QLe0ot(hl&s6lT carryforward QUEFLILIGVITLD. Trading certificates compliance eumiis
auflau@ssab. 2025 (1601 BlevsyG a6l Blevenay — EPR CHISEHD SevsHng.
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